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Foreword 

 

1st May, 2002. I received that call. That phone call that no 
one wants to answer. That call that would not only 
change my whole family’s life but would also throw us 
into a world that we had never imagined: a world of pain, 
of loss, of injustice but also of struggle to save lives.  

On 1st May, 2002 in Buenos Aires, Argentina my son Kevin 

Sedano, aged 14, was run over by Eduardo Sukiassian who 

was driving at double the maximum speed allowed, 

passed a car on the right hand side and hit Kevin. That 

was the moment when Sukiassian had to choose. What do 

you do at that precise second? Do you stop and call an 

emergency service? Do you go to the nearest police     

station to hand yourself in so that alcohol and drug tests 

can be carried out? Or do you go home, call a lawyer, fix the car as much as possible 

and take the first plane to go skiing in California while Kevin is fighting to live? 

Sukiassian chose the last option. Kevin died on May 8th. 

Considering what those involved in hit-and-run road crashes do, we all think that if 

these drivers are found, they will receive a higher sentence than the driver that       

decides to stay next to the victim, call an ambulance and while waiting for the    

emergency service to arrive, protects him/her from other vehicles. That wasn’t the 

case in Argentina. These drivers received the same sentence as the ones who stayed 

next to the victim. The NGO that I am a member of, Asociacion Madres del Dolor, had 

to struggle twelve years in National Congress until the road law was changed. 

Now, being involved in a hit-and-run case is a serious offence. But that doesn’t mean 

that thorough investigations are carried out to find the driver and what’s even worse, 

it doesn’t mean that if the driver is found, he/she will be sent to jail. 

When a driver runs over a victim and escapes, he/she is giving a message to society. 

It means that this driver was probably under the influence of alcohol or drugs and that 

he/she doesn’t care if the victim lives… or dies. 

After a road crash there should be a thorough investigation including all the data    

collected so that the driver undergoes criminal prosecution. Our loved ones who die 

because of being run over and abandoned on a road, receive a life sentence of death 

from day one. These drivers not only deserve an effective prison sentence as they 

chose to abandon the victim but also because it is a message for other drivers to    

understand that care for victims’ lives is above all other choice. 

 

Viviam Perrone, Kevin’s Mom 
Co-chair IRVP 
Founder Asociacion Madres del Dolor
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1. Introduction 

 

Victims, including bereaved families, understand that 

road crashes are rarely intentional. They are aware that 

drivers do not wake up in the morning planning to kill or 

harm someone. But what they cannot understand is 

how a driver can choose to leave the scene of a crash 

where someone has been killed or even injured. How 

they can do that to another human being is unfath-

omable and lacks common decency. It has been called 

“the cowardly crime”, for understandable reasons. 

 

In their study on hit and run, the Belgian Road Safety   

Institute referred to the additional suffering hit and runs 

cause families, stating that 

 

For victims or their relatives a hit and run accident 

causes triple grief. Like in any other accident there 

is a lot of grief about the real damage, injury or   

fatality. It not only concerns the direct conse-

quences, but also the impact on the rest of their 

lives. Sometimes a simple accident can change   

the whole life of the victim and/or his relatives.  

Secondly, in the case of hit and run, the further  

handling of the situation (financial, compensation, 

accident analysis, court procedures, etc.) takes 

much more time. There seems to be a real suffering 

before everything can be settled. But the most 

painful aspect by far is the uncertainty about what 

has happened and why a person left the victim to 

his fate. And also the fact that someone failed to 

take responsibility for his action  is probably the 

most horrible aspect. 

Kluppels (2016) 

 

IRVP 

Established by road crash victims, the International 

Road Victims’ Partnership (IRVP) is an association of 

over 100 non governmental organisations from all         

regions of the world. They have come together to      

ensure road safety efforts include the post-crash          

response and the justice system and to advocate for 

victims rights globally. 

IRVP highlights the issues that have been overlooked by 

the larger international organisations and road safety 

programmes, e.g. collision investigation, criminal     

prosecution and sentencing, as well as the treatment of 

crash victims by the justice system. IRVP was founded 

by bereaved parents and is a volunteer based              

organisation. 

 

Hit and Run Report 
This is the third report IRVP has produced which are 

based on smart surveys of topics chosen by the IRVP 

Board. It follows IRVP’s Road Death Investigation Survey 

Report (2018) and Victim Rights Global Survey Report 

(2019). 

This report focuses on fatal hit and run collisions.  This 

topic demonstrates two key points for IRVP.  First, the 

lack of priority given road crashes by the justice system 

can be seen by the response to hit and run fatalities. 

Many will have heard the phrase “If you want to kill 

someone, do it with a car” as the investigation will be 

less thorough than that of a murder investigation.   

WHO has funded studies on key driving offences that 

contribute to crashes, e.g., speeding, drink driving and 

mobile phone use. But they have yet to research any  

offence specifically involving causing a crash or          

absconding from it. 

Second is the role of advocacy. The extreme cruelty of 

fatal hit and run crashes, aggravated by failings in the 

justice system’s response, often propels families to  

campaign for change e.g Erin’s Law (West Virginia), 

Kevin’s Law (Pennsylvania), Aaron Cohen Life Protection 

Act (Florida), Brendan’s Law (New South Wales,        

Australia), as well as Colorado’s Medina Alert pro-

gramme.  Several of the IRVP founding members felt 

compelled to campaign after their loved ones were 

killed in hit and run collisions. Accordingly, this report 

includes testimonies from victims and families on how 

their experience spurred them to become advocates  

for road safety and justice reform.  

This report has been written by Amy AeronThomas, IRVP   
Justice Advisor, and former Advocacy and Justice Manager for 
RoadPeace, the national charity for road crash victims in 
Britain. 



Survey Methodology 

The hit and run smart survey included mostly open ended 

questions asking about: 

• Collision investigation 

• Criminal prosecution and sentencing 

• Victim support and compensation 

• Government efforts to deter hit and run 

 

This report follows the same structure and presents an 

overview of what was reported by the respondents about hit 

and run collisions. Responses reflect perceptions and the   

current level of knowledge, rather than hard evidence or 

statistics. Avoid Accident in India was a rare exception and   

reported that hit and runs cases had risen to 18.9% of road 

deaths in 2018, up from 17.5% in 2017. The lack of data on hit 

and run crashes is discussed further in the chapter on       

countermeasures. The AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety 2018 

research brief “Hit-and-Run Crashes: Prevalence, Contributing 

Factors and Counter-measures was a good and rare example 

of an evidence based and comprehensive review of hit and 

run crashes. (Benson et al, 2018). 

What has been reported was that pedestrians are the most 

likely to be killed in a hit and run. This could be due to less   

vehicle damage which allowed vehicles to leave the scene 

and evade detection. 

 

A total of 78 organisations from 40 countries completed the 

survey, with all six WHO geographical regions represented.    

A list of the organisations which responded is provided in    

Appendix A. 

 

Multiple responses were received from the same country    

with different organisations responding. This included from 

different states or provinces within the same country. Most   

respondents were IRVP members.  Survey responses were 

analysed by WHO geographical region.  

 

 

Terminology Note 

The survey asked about the perceived appropriateness of the 

term “hit and run” collision. IRVP members campaign for 

crashes not to be dismissed as “accidents”. Likewise “hit and 

run” could also be thought to mitigate the seriousness and 

culpability of the act. Many responded that hit and run was 

well known so it has been used in this report.  
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Table 1: 
 
IRVP Hit and run survey response distribution 
 

                                          Countries       Organisations 

Africa                                          18                          31 

Americas                                       6                          13 

Eastern Mediterranean                 2                           3 

Europe                                          8                          13 

South East Asia                             4                          15 

Western Pacific                            2                           3 

Total                                           40                         78 
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Prince Kwapdaas –        
A Mother’s Story 

 

 

My son Prince Kwapdaas did not have to die the 

way he did. He was killed by the callous act of a 

motorist who knocked him down breaking his two 

legs. He was left helpless on the road where the 

blood drained from his body until he breathed out 

his last breath. 

 

I imagine my Son died feeling totally betrayed by 

his fellow men who stood by and watched him die 

without lifting a hand of help. Rather his telephone 

handset was stolen by one of the onlookers!   

Kwapdaas ‘s younger brother is still very angry 

eight years after because no one has come forward 

to explain to us what actually happened. 

 

As a mother I can never stop feeling the excruciat-

ing pangs of the loss of such an intelligent vibrant 

son who spent several hours preparing to be the 

best Prosecutor the world ever produced. 

 

Kwapdaas was a law graduate with a passion to rid 

the world of crimes. Eight years on since we 

launched into the road safety campaign I can see 

that we still have a lot to do In my country. We have 

discovered many illiterate and very ignorant       

persons driving on our roads. There is hardly any 

follow-up training. We have inadequate laws which 

provide no deterrence to reckless motorists. We 

have Insurance Companies which pay peanuts if at 

all as compensation to road crash victims. There are 

poverty ridden victims who have no means to seek 

redress the legal system and the courts are ill 

equipped to manage road crash cases. They are not 

fully sensitized and the laws on road safety are out 

of tune with realities. A lot needs to be done. 

 

 

 

There is a need to mount high level persuasion at  

executive and managerial/ministerial levels for a 

vigorous commitment to road safety issues. Road 

crash victims who bear the crunch of lost of loved  

ones shattered dreams aspirations and lost invest-

ments both in human and material possessions 

should be encouraged to drive the next level of the 

road safety campaign. The passion of love and lost 

often knows no limit of commitment “. 

 

Monica B. Dongban Mensem
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2. Collision Investigation 

 

Collision investigation is critical. As highlighted previously by 

IRVP and RoadPeace, collision investigation can be described 

as the cornerstone of justice. Both criminal and civil justice  

depends on the evidence identified in the investigation. It 

does not stop there as prevention programmes depend on 

the data collected by the police. The police often take fatal hit 

and run collisions very seriously when the suspect is seen to 

be trying to “get away with it”. 

 

College of Policing guidance on Investigating 

fatal and serious injury road collisions 

 

Collision investigation of hit and runs is complicated by the 

lack of evidence caused by the driver leaving the scene in 

their vehicle. This obviously affects the ability to test for       

impairment as well as other factors such as determining the 

point of impact. Vehicle damage can indicate how likely a 

driver would be to have been aware of the crash, and help 

identify vehicle speed. Media appeals can be key to identify-

ing the suspect driver, as discussed in the chapter on counter-

measures.  

 

The investigation does not stop with the identification of the 

driver and vehicle. Police must prove not only which vehicle 

and driver was involved in the crash, but also that they would 

have been aware they had hit a person and had left them     

seriously injured, if not fatally injured. It is possible for a driver, 

especially those driving large commercial vehicles, to be     

unaware that they have hit a person. The police must also 

prove causation of the crash by the driver. 

 

The survey asked if there were recommended procedures for 

investigating fatal hit and run collisions.  

 

Europe and South East Asia reported the highest share of fatal 

collision investigation procedures. In England and Wales, the 

College of Policing produce guidance for the 43 individual  

police services on investigating fatal and serious injury         

collisions. Fatal crashes where a driver has failed to stop are      

classified as a high priority (Category A) and expected to     

receive a more trained Roads Policing Lead Investigation     

Officer, with some police using Crime Detectives. Similar  

guidance to that shown in the box below is also provided in 

Police Scotland’s Road Death Investigation Manual. Whilst in 

Ireland, the police are supposed to check mobile phone, but  

it is not mandatory and oversight is argued to be needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 2: 
 
Fatal hit and run collision investigation       
procedures: 
 

                                                Yes    No   Do not know Total 

Africa                                       11       15            2          28 

Americas                                   7        4            2           13 

Eastern Mediterranean                       2                           2 

Europe                                    10        2            1           13 

South East Asia                       10         3            1           14 

Western Pacific                        2                                     2 

Total                                       40      26            6           72 

Where a driver/rider has failed to stop at the 

scene of a collision, the following should be     

considered: 

• circulating a description of the offender and  

vehicle; 

• placing a marker on the vehicle’s record, on the 

police national computer (PNC) searching the 

scene for material that may identify the vehicle 

or suspect; 

• making enquiries with the registered keeper; 

• identifying automatic number plate recognition 

camera opportunities and searching databases; 

• setting up road checks under the Police and 

Criminal Evidence Act 1984 section 4; 

• checking abandoned or parked vehicles 

• identifying the route taken; 

• identifying and recovering footage from 

sources of CCTV (public, private and domestic 

systems) that may help to identify suspect(s) 

and witnesses. 

 

Source: College of Policing (2019)
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As seen by the comments below much reliance was placed on 

CCTV: 

 

Africa 

There are sometimes investigation conducted by the police 

when they come to carry the corpse and deposit same in 

the mortuary . Their investigation does not yield fruit be-

cause the hit and run driver usually escape without trace. 

There is no camera on our highways and roads. (Nigeria) 

 

• Most of the cases are not even investigated because     

people do not want to come out and testify (Nigeria) 

• But not deeply. Investigation reports are poor and      

sometimes corrupted. (Algeria) 

• Only two cities in the country have CCTV cameras 

mounted that could be checked. This is not possible in 

most of the country. Sometimes the cameras are not     

functioning thus are not useful in investigations. (Kenya) 

• Procedures are in place, but not always followed. (Namibia) 

• There are no street camera in my country. By luck the      

accuse will ever be caught. Witnesses are afraid to come 

forward. (The Gambia) 

 

Americas 

• In 2018, a road crash action protocol was created, but not 

yet implemented in every part of the country, so the police 

improvise with the resources they have. It is very difficult in 

Argentina for the Federal Republic system, to have          

uniformity in any subject. (Argentina) 

• In the province of La Pampa, we have the scientific     

agency (AIC) created in 2018 that has an area of Road     

Accidentology, where in addition to having high-level    

professionals, they have high tech equipment… drones…

high resolution cameras…exclusive computers acquired   

for graphic design and animation. (Argentina) 

• There are no recommended procedures. The prosecutor 

has to ask the judge to ask for the recordings if there are 

cameras. Many times, these recordings are erased by the 

time the permission to hand them over to court is given 

(Argentina). 

 

Eastern Mediterranean 

• Investigations are limited… they rely as well on CCTV    

cameras but they are not sufficiently available everywhere. 

not every car is equipped by Dashcam. No media campaign 

is generally conducted to bring out the truth unless the  

victim is well known or famous. (Lebanon) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Europe 

• There is police investigation based only on witnesses. 

There  are not public camera except in central city points. 

(Greece) 

• There are no public cameras. In the cities where the hit and 

run crimes takes place, the investigation is based on      

witnesses if there are any, and on private cameras from the 

shops around or private videos from the citizens. (Greece) 

 

South East Asia 

• Police check CCTV camera and try to find.. media coverage 

also happen… but most of the time driver couldn’t 

caught…  (India) 

• Inquiry with local people is done. At some CCTV installed 

place, CCTV records is examined. (Nepal) 

• Mostly depend on CC TV and examining witnesses at the 

scene of crime. (India) 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                 

In 2003, five year old Sam Walker was killed by 

a hit and run driver whilst walking with his 

mother, sister and cousin on a quiet street in 

Manchester. The owner of the vehicle was       

arrested within a few hours but he claimed his 

car had been stolen. Unable to identify the hit 

and run driver, the case was closed after 73 

days.  It lay dormant for nine years before being 

assigned to Sgt Lee Westhead in late 2012. Sgt 

Westhead traced and interviewed every person 

aged between 16 and 25 who lived on the      

estate at that time, as well as all those deemed 

a person of interest by the original investiga-

tion. Within a year he identified someone who 

knew who the driver was. The CPS was            

reluctant to prosecute. But Sgt Westhead     

persisted. The driver was eventually prosecuted 

for Causing Death by Dangerous Driving with 

the car’s owner prosecuted for Perverting the 

Course of Justice. The car’s owner was          

convicted but the jury was unable to decide on 

the driver’s guilt. After another two week trial, 

the driver was convicted and sentenced to nine 

years in prison (Keeling, 2016). Sgt Westhead 

rightfully won the Police Federation Roads 

Policing 2016 Award for his dedication to        

securing justice. 

 

RoadPeace (2017)

Fatal hit and run investigation best practice



Serious injury hit and run       

investigation 

 

Respondents were also asked if the (any) recommended       

investigation procedures also applied to serious injury         

collisions. Over three quarters replied that they did. 

 

However, it should be noted that in England and Wales, the 

recommended procedures apply to those serious injury      

collisions which are life threatening, These crashes account  

for only a very small percentage of serious injury collisions.  

Resource limitations would suggest this will be the case    

elsewhere as well. 

 

In 2015, the Philippine National Police provided CNN       

Philippines with advice for victims and witnesses as to what 

they should do after a hit and run. The police also explained 

that the authorities could request copies of all private and 

public CCTV cameras, including traffic monitoring cameras at 

the scene the vicinity and adjacent areas to help with       

identifying those involved.  
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1. Seek medical assistance and move to the 

sidewalk to stay clear of oncoming traffic. 

2. Immediately report the incident to the    

nearest police stations. 

3. Write down the identity of all available     

witnesses, including drivers and pedestrians 

in the area. 

4. If possible, use your mobile phone camera to 

take photos of the immediate vicinity,         

including the involved vehicle. 

5. Secure all physical evidence from the crime 

scene that can be used by investigators in 

determining the identities of those involved. 

6. Take note of the following details that will  

assist investigators in identifying the           

involved vehicle: license plate number, type, 

make, model, color, description of the driver 

or other occupants of the vehicle, general  

direction where the vehicle went after the  

incident any other distinguishing vehicle    

accessories or markings. 

 

Daluz, 2015 

Philippine National Police advice on what to 
do after a hit and run
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2. Criminal prosecution 
and sentencing of            
offenders 

 

This chapter reviews the information known about the 

•          Criminal charges used to prosecute fatal hit and runs. 

•          The frequency which drivers are prosecuted. 

•          The perceived fairness of the sentences given. 

•          Parity with sentences given for causing death by drink 

driving. 

 

 

Criminal Charges 

 

Hit and run refers to the act committed after a crash. It is   

separate to any moving offence, such as drink driving or    

dangerous driving, that contributed to the crash occurrence. 

And so it is argued that it should be sanctioned separately. 

 

When asked about the name of the criminal charge used to 

prosecute a driver accused of a fatal or serious injury hit and 

run, many respondents did not provide the name  or gave the 

names of general charges such as negligent Driving             

Occasioning Death/Bodily Harm, manslaughter, reckless    

driving, murder, negligent homicide. India reported Culpable 

Homicide not amounting to Murder. 

 

Few countries were reported to have specific hit and run      

offences for a fatal crash. This included Argentina and Ecuador, 

where the charge was described as “wrongful death            

aggravated by abandoning person/escape. 

  

Namibia reported “Leaving an accident scene without            

investigating the level of injury”. In Greece, it is only a          

misdemeanour with families campaigning to it to be a felony. 

 

In England and Wales, there is no other serious criminal 

charge for drivers leaving the scene of a fatal collision. The 

same charge applies to damage only collisions as well as fatal 

collisions. A driver can also be prosecuted for the more         

serious charge of “Attempting to pervert the course of justice” 

if they are caught trying to dispose of evidence. And if it can 

be proven that the victim would have lived if medical care had 

been given, then the charge can be manslaughter. But it must 

be proven that medical care was available to be given. So a 

victim hit at such speed as to result in instant death cannot   

result in a manslaughter charge but a victim hit at a lesser 

speed can. Families are outraged that if the victim was killed 

outright, then manslaughter is not available. 

 

Solon Karydakis –        
A Father’s Story 

 

On 4th December 2009,  a 15-year-old pedestrian 

Solon Karydakis was going with his classmates to a 

celebration of his school when he was hit and       

abandoned by driver going at  excessive speed 

(>140km/h) on a road with a limit of 70km. Solon    

suffered multi trauma and was taken to the hospital, 

where he died five days later.  

 

The perpetrator was named after the act, released and 

not stripped of his driver’s license. After multiple court 

delays, the offender was sentenced for a series of 

crimes (including murder and abandonment) to 60 

months imprisonment. He was also fined, with a 

penalty redeemable at 5 euros per day with the    fa-

cilitation of payment in 60 interest-free instalments... 

He was also stripped eight years after the incident of 

the driver’s license for six months. 

 

Solon’s father, Phaedon Karydakis, is vice president of 

SOS Road Crimes Panhellenic NGO supporting Road 

Victims, Greece.
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Sean Morley –                  
A Mother’s Story 

 

On 2nd September 2012 our 20 year old son, Sean        

Andrew Morley, was hit by a car driven by a driver who 

failed to stop or report, leaving our son to be found by 

passing traffic the following morning.  Sean was lying 

face down on the grass verge in the middle of the road, 

half naked, as a result of the impact. 

 

The driver handed himself into a police station with a 

readily prepared statement at 2.30pm later that day.   

The driver tested positive for alcohol and drugs.  The 

driver refused to comment other than he thought he had 

hit an animal.  Estimated time that Sean was hit was 

3.15am, over elevent hours earlier.  We now know that 

Sean was alive for up to two hours after the impact.  No 

ambulance or police were called.  There is a hospital a 

mile in one direction and our home is a mile in the other.  

Sean was left to die on his own in the dark by the side of 

the road. 

 

Because Sean was left to die, tests had to be done where 

part of his brain and spinal cord were removed which was 

most distressing particularly as Sean was known for his 

intellect, wit and also sporting abilities.  Sean was then 

kept in a freezer for nearly 6 weeks.  Had Sean survived 

with medical intervention, the police would have looked 

at manslaughter charges.  Tests found that Sean would 

not have survived the injuries sustained and the CPS 

would only allow the police to charge the driver with  

failing to report and failing to stop. 

 

They could not take forward a charge of causing death 

whilst driving under the influence of alcohol and/or drugs 

due to the time between the driver  handing himself in 

and the collision.  There were also no witnesses apart 

from the two passengers who initially also refused to 

comment.  Their statements later confirmed that they all 

knew they had hit a person but still none of them called 

the police or ambulance services for Sean.  45 minutes 

after hitting Sean, one of the passengers then returned to 

the road with a fourth person and later confirmed in a  

police statement that they had seen Sean’s shoes on    

the road, but still no-one called the police, not even 

anonymously. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The police brought in telecommunication experts to  

identify where the driver and passengers were that night.  

Unbeknown to us at the time, the police believed that 

the driver was a drug dealer and finally gathered enough 

of evidence to charge him.  He later went to jail for three 

and a half years as a result of drug dealing. 

 

On the last day of the trial, the driver pleaded guilty as 

his barrister advised him the evidence against him was 

too strong. The driver was finally charged with Failing To 

Report. The judge gave him the  maximum he could but 

had to take the 20% off for the late guilty plea.  All he got 

was 16 weeks and a year’s driving ban for what he did 

that night.  To add insult, the charges were to run        

concurrently with the drugs imprisonment, meaning he 

would not serve anything for killing Sean and leaving him 

to die. 

 

The driver was released from jail after 17 months and is 

back on the roads driving and living his life.  He has never 

shown any remorse.  Even when Sean was in the freezer, 

he was out partying and posting on social media.  

 

 

Kerry Dean 
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Respondents were also asked about minimum and mandatory 

sentences with custodial sentences and driving bans. As there 

was a wide range of criminal charges mentioned, so too was 

there a wide range of minimum and maximum sentences 

given. 

 

Since 2017, leaving the scene has been an aggravating factor 

in Argentina, as in Ecuador. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prosecution in Practice 

Most respondents noted the lack of data on criminal out-

comes. Belgium was an exception and reported that statistics 

were published. 

There was a common perception that prosecution of hit and 

run drivers in fatal collisions was rare. 

 

• It happen so rarely and only in a few cases they are     

convicted.  (Nepal) 

• Never probably and rare. (India) 

• Minimum frequency. (Argentina) 

 

This perception may be influenced to the lack of specific 

charge, media reporting or statistics available, or it may be an 

accurate reflection of the situation.  

 

England and Wales noted the problem of plea bargaining and 

prosecutors dropping the charge of failing to stop for a guilty 

plea to the moving offence. 

 

Time Limit on Prosecution 

Respondents were asked about the statute of limitations on 

prosecuting a driver for a hit and run. Whilst 31 reported a 

time limit, 29 said there was no such time limit, with another 

13 not sure.  Where limits existed, they ranged between two 

and years with  

 

•      Two years – Liberia 

•      Three years – Benin 

•      Five years – Argentina 

•      Six years – India 

•      Eight years – Czech Republic 

•      10 years – Cameroon 

•      20 years – Poland 

 

 

Sentencing that Fits the Crime 

Respondents were asked about the legal sentencing limits 

(maximum and minimum) as well as the sentences given in 

practice. But answers were wide ranging and regional      

comparisons not comparable.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 3: 

 

Reported custodial sentences possible for drivers   

convicted of fatal hit and run 

 
                                                 Minimum        Maximum 

Algeria                                   One month      18 months 

Australia                                                          14 years 

Egypt                                                              3 years 

Philippines                                                      4 years 

Nigeria (manslaughter)         3 years             7 years  

Mali                                         3 years             10 years 

South Africa (culpable homicide)                  6 years 

Ecuador                                 1 year               3 years 

Argentina                               3  year              6 year 

Chile                                       1 year               5 years

Ecuador Reform 

 

Article 374 of new Criminal Code states“ the   

person who causes a traffic accident resulting in 

the death of one or more persons for violating an 

objective duty of care, shall be punished with  

imprisonment from 1 to 3 years, suspension of 

the driver’s license for 6 months, once the       

custodial sentence has been completed”. 

 

Alvarez (2014)



Only in Africa did the majority of respondents think the       

sentences given to hit and run drivers were fair. 

In Argentina, prison sentences must be over three years       

before a driver is actually sent to prison, with many judges 

giving sentences of three years or less (one respondent said 

90% convictions did not involve custodial sentence). In      

England and Wales, sentences of less than two years are  

often suspended. 

 

Driving Bans 

The survey also asked about driving bans given to drivers  

convicted of hit and run. Drivers convicted of a fatal or serious 

injury hit and run collision would always be given a driving ban 

in Australia but no statistics were available in the Philippines. 

Egypt reported a five year driving ban. 

 

In Africa, drivers were always said to be given a driving ban of 

six months to one year in Mali, whilst in Algeria a ban of three 

months for first time offenders was reported. But most          

reported driving bans to be rare (Nigeria, Togo, Ethiopia, 

Liberia, South Africa, Namibia, Sierra Leone). 

In cases of death, Benin reported the ban could be for several 

months or more than five years (Cameroon) and six years 

(South Africa). 

 

Parity with drink driving sentences 

The respondent from Namibia thought they were harsher   

than that given for causing a fatal crash by drink driving. Other 

respondents pointed out that drink driving was not checked 

so drivers were evading justice. 
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Table 4: 
 
Are the sentences given for fatal hit and run fair? 
 

                                                    Yes      No     Do not know 
 

Africa                                                 14       15              29 

Americas                                             3        8              11 

Eastern Mediterranean                        1         1                2 

Europe                                                 1       11              12 

South East Asia                                   4        9              13 

Western Pacific                                             1                1 

Total                                                  23      45              68 

Table 5: 

Is there parity with sentences given to drink drivers 

who have caused a death? 

 

                                            Yes        No    Do not know    Total 

Africa                                   25           5              1                31 

Americas                                7           5              1                13 

Eastern Mediterranean          2                                              2 

Europe                                 11           3                                14 

South East Asia                    14           1              1                16 

Western Pacific                     2                                              2 

Total                                     61         14              3                78 
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Kevin Sedano —         

A Mother’s Story 

Kevin Sedano was a 14 year old boy who liked to 

play the drums in the school band and to play 

football in a small team called La Estrella. He was 

born in Buenos Aires, Argentina and was brought 

up together with his brother Eric, sister, Yael, his 

mom Viviam and dad, Carlos. No one in this family 

ever imagined the terrible pain they would have to 

suffer the rest of their lives.  

On April 30th, 2002, Kevin practised with the 

school band because that Saturday was Family Day 

at Kindergarten and he wanted to play for his little 

sister. Then he was invited to play a football match 

after school. Students played against teachers and 

they had a lot of fun. Kevin invited all of them to 

eat some pizzas at his house and that was the last 

time they all saw him in a good physical condition. 

 

After having dinner together with his school-

mates, teachers and his family, Kevin went out with 

some of his friends. When he was on his way home, 

he crossed Libertador Av in Vicente Lopez at a 

street light that had a yellow blinking light. His 

friends say that they saw a car coming but it was 

far away so they decided to cross. What they 

never imagined was that the car was coming at 

double the speed limit allowed, that the driver,  

Eduardo Sukiassian, would pass a car by the right 

side, run over Kevin and escape. 

 

Kevin was in hospital from the 1st May 2002 until 

he died on the 8th May. Meanwhile Sukiassian went 

skiing to Lake Tahoe, California. It took 5 years to 

be able to have an oral hearing. Because of the 

great pain, his father, Carlos, died of a heart attack 

at the age of 50, a week before the trial. 

 

 

 

 

 

Eduardo Sukiassian was found guilty and            

sentenced to 3 years imprisonment. He was         

immediately sent to jail but released two months 

later because he was allowed to continue      

studying, something which Kevin could never      

do again. 

 

Sukiassian was only 2 months in jail and six  

months with home imprisonment. This was 

achieved because Kevin’s mother, Viviam, was     

always on the media asking for Justice. Most       

hit-and-run cases in Argentina do not end with a     

sentence of imprisonment. Many drivers that       

escape are never found because little is done to 

find them. 

 

Viviam Perrone
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Marsia Lieghio –  

A Father’s Story 

 

Fourteen years have passed, 22nd Oct 2005 since 

my just turned 16year old daughter Marsia was 

taken from us by a Hit and Run driver. This was a 

devastating moment in my and my families lives 

and the lives of the many friends Marsia had. 

It is a time that will remain with me till the day I 

die. It is something no family should ever have to 

go thru. The pain and hurt is always with us, and as 

I watch my other children grow and have their own 

families, I always wonder what would have been 

going on in Marsia’s life if she were still with us. 

Marsia was full of life and always happy with a  

constant smile on her face, infecting others with 

her laughter and happiness. She adored children 

and planned to be a midwife after school. 

Marsia was crossing the road at a set of pedestrian 

traffic lights, less than a metre from the footpath 

when she was mowed down by the car. Marsia was 

sent the height of the traffic lights and clean out of 

her runners. Marsia fought for her life for a whole 

week. She fought hard surrounded by those that 

loved and adored her. Sadly on her older sister by 

10 months birthday we were given the news that 

Marsia had left us.  

The driver was a woman of 21 yrs., who was living 

in Dundalk and was in Dublin to buy drugs. This 

woman was very well known to the Gardaí in   

Dundalk with over 40 previous convictions for  

driving and other charges. She had been banned 

from driving just the previous year. It took the  

Gardaí week to find her. When caught we were 

told that she was remorseful, but that was a lie  

because we found out that less than 2 weeks after  

 

killing my precious daughter she did the same 

thing and put another 18 year old girl in hospital in 

Belfast. 

This woman was sentenced to 10mths only, on  

motoring offences. She was not charged with my 

daughter’s death, only for no tax, no insurance, 

careless driving and leaving the scene of a          

collision. No remorse shown in court whatsoever. 

There is no Justice as regards to fatal crashes.  

They are treated as minor offences. These are not 

petty crimes, these are serious crimes and should 

be treated as such. We received no help whatso-

ever from the authorities but this killer received 

every help there was. It was only a couple of years 

after Marsia’s death I got in touch with IRVA and  

received the help and advice needed. 

 

Leo Lieghio
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The survey also enquired about the treatment of hit and run 

victims, including with support and information. Financial 

compensation through civil compensation was also queried. 

 

Victims of crime? 

Slightly more respondents claimed that those bereaved by hit 

and run were not treated as a victim of crime from the time of 

reporting. Only in the Americas did more report that support 

services were provided from the start. 

 

Some of the responses are shown below: 

 

Africa 

• Don’t believe so, rather as road crash victims. (South 

Africa) 

• There is no provisions that I am aware of. (Nigeria) 

• Accident are not treated as criminal matters. (Sierra 

Leone) 

 

Americas 

• In case of death, it is a crime. (Ecuador) 

• In theory, we should be treated as victims of crimes, but 

everything that refers to the victim service office is not   

offered to road victims so we are neither helped nor 

legally advised. My NGO is the only one that fulfils that 

role. (Argentina) 

• There has to be more than one aggravating offence like  

alcohol and hit and run or speed. (Argentina) 

 

 

 

 

Eastern Mediterranean 

• Not all, it is defined case by case. (Egypt) 

• No social structure available in Lebanon in order to offer 

support to these victims. NGO’s are handling this issue.  

So much needs to be achieved in this regard. (Lebanon) 

 

Europe 

• With fatal and life threatening collisions, they will be 

treated as victims of crime and offered support and         

information. But for those slightly injured by a hit and run 

collision, we do not think they are treated as victims of 

crime. (Britain) 

• Yes, they should be, but the reality is road traffic crimes 

are not treated with the same priority as are other cases 

of homicide. (Ireland) 

 

 

South-East Asia 

• Only if death or serious injury occurs. (India) 

• From law aspect, both victim should be treated as same 

but in practical it depends the police, government official, 

government lawyer and judge of court. (Nepal) 

 

European respondents pointed out that as hit and run death 

was considered less serious it received less priority than other 

homicides (Britain, Ireland). 

 

Civil Compensation 

The additional grief caused by hit and runs was previously   

described by the Belgian Road Safety Institute.  This              

included delays in the justice system due to the complications 

associated with investigation and prosecution as well as with 

civil compensation. Civil liability determination still needs to 

be proven in most countries and this can be made more       

difficult by the driver and vehicle leaving the scene. In          

addition compensation for victims of hit and run collisions can 

be less than that owed victims of insured and identified 

drivers.  

 

The survey asked how hit and run victims were compensated, 

including if there was a government fund, similar to the Motor 

Insurers Bureau in England and Wales or the Motor Insurers 

Board Ireland. In the Czech Republic, there was some financial 

support from the Ministry of Justice. Several countries in Africa 

reported no fund. In Australia, the compensation process    

varied from state to state.  

 

Respondents were asked if they thought the compensation for 

hit and run victims was fair. Almost twice as many responded 

that compensation was not fair than those that thought it  

was. There were still problems in countries where there was 

compensation provided for victims. 

 

4. Support and            
Compensation for Victims

Table 6: 
 
Are families of those killed in hit and run crashes 
treated as victims of crime from the start, i.e. time of 
reporting 
 

                                            Yes       No      Do not know   Total 

Africa                                    11         18                1               30 

Americas                                8           4                                 12 

Eastern Mediterranean          1           1                                  2 

Europe                                   7           7                                 14 

South East Asia                      6           8               2               16 

Western Pacific                      1           1                                  2 

Total                                     34         39               3               76 
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Many of the respondents commented on the challenges faced 

in trying to get civil compensation, as shown below: 

 

Africa 

•     There is no  fund for government  to compensate victims. 

The victims are left  in the hands of good will organisation  

and  individuals. But the government have never        

compensated any hit and run victims in Cameroon.  

(Cameroon). 

•     There is a Government Road Accident Fund. This may 

take many years to pay out. (South Africa) 

•     No compensation from any quarters except with a     

comprehensive insurance cover where the insurance  

pays but with long legal tussle. (Nigeria) 

•     There is no fund that is set aside. (Kenya) 

•     There is fund for hit and run victims at the national         

insurance company which is regulator of insurance in 

Ghana. Before you can access the fund you need to have 

police accident report indicating that indeed you had the 

crash which the vehicle can’t be identified. Also you need 

to have hospital report indicating that you came to the     

facility treat yourself from crash injury and the Doctor 

must also indicate the extent the injury went and sign by 

the medical Doctor, then you can send it to national      

insurance company office for your claim to be process, 

and it can take 3 months from the day you submitted all 

the required documents. (Ghana) 

 

 

Americas 

•     It is not fair, it is very basic with only 3,000 dollars. 

(Ecuador) 

•     There is no government fund. (Argentina) 

•     They may be compensated by the insurance company 

but if the driver was under the influence of alcohol, then 

the insurance company doesn’t pay. If the driver is never 

found, there is no compensation. (Argentina) 

•     The compensation is never fair, it is miserable. And it is 

not fast, there are years of litigation. And the driver’s     

insurers try to delay payment for years. (Argentina) 

 

Eastern Mediterranean 

•     Legal compensation is very limited and far less than the 

needs. No governmental fund is established to deal with 

such cases. (Lebanon) 

 

Europe 

•     In Britain, there is a Motor Insurers Bureau which is set up 

by the government and funded from a premium (some 

£30) on every motor insurance policy. This funds         

compensation to victims of uninsured and unidentified 

drivers, but victims are not believed to be compensated 

as fairly or as quickly compared to if they were hit by an 

insured driver. (Britain) 

•     They can be compensated by a fund set up for this      

purpose and for damage caused by uninsured drivers by 

the MIBI. (Ireland) 

•     According to law, but we dont know how it is really  

working in the practise. If the victim fulfils the conditions 

he/she can touch on finance aid of Ministry of justice. 

(Czech Republic) 

•     There is a huge delay is a big problem compensation 

after about 10 years, and by then the victims are covered 

by the voluntary organisations. That is why we have      

focused on this issue since 2011. (Greece). 

 

South-East Asia 

•     NOW AFTER NEW LAW THE MINIMUM COMPENSATION   

INCREASED FORM 25000 INR TO 200000 INR IN A CASE  

OF DEATH IN  HIT AND RUN CASES.A MINIMUM            

COMPENSATION IS FIXED 50000 INR FOR GRIEVOUS      

INJURY IN A • •  HIT AND RUN CASES. (India) 

•     Solatium fund especially formed for such cases…         

controlled and executed by District administration        

authorities… in new MV Act bill… amount is increased too. 

(India) 

•     Previously the compensation was just 170 dollar but these 

days it has increased to 5000. (Nepal) 

•     Compensation is not fair and not on time. Has to go 

through long procedure and followup. (Nepal) 

•     The recent MV Amendment Act 2019 allows for such a 

fund, Accident Tribunals to fast track Compensation and 

Privatisation of Insurance is also helpful in fast tracking 

the case. (India) 

      In some states of India like mu state Punjab it is very 

quick, within a year. But in some states it takes 5–8 years. 

 
Western Pacific 

•     Unsure as it will differ from State to State. (Australia) 

Table 7: 
 
Do you think victims of hit and run collisions are     
compensated fairly? 
 

                                              Yes       No      Do not know  Total 

Africa                                14        15                1              30 

Americas                            3          8                                11 

Eastern Mediterranean       1          1                1                3 

Europe                                1        11                1              13 

South East Asia                  4          9                3              16 

Western Pacific                              1                1                2 

Total                                 23        45                7              65 



More support needed 

Support, both emotional and financial, was the key call from 

respondents. Suggestions for what the support should involve 

are listed below. 

 

Africa 

•     The Road Accident Fund may benefit from private sector 

support. (South Africa) 

•     Creating awareness on the processes involved would be 

needful. Lack of known protocols and the ambiguity 

around the processes makes many victims give up not   

follow up. A fund or some sort of assistance should be 

availed to guide them in the process. (Kenya) 

•     There should be a government fund to support the       

victims. (Ghana) 

 

Americas 

•     Victim care units and coherent economic help. (Ecuador) 

•     The relatives of the victims may receive, at the time of  

the crash, from the insurance or from the accused, an  

advance of the compensation, as something regulated  

by law. (Argentina) 

•     Economic and psychological support from the              

government, the victim service office should work, and 

the agencies that are created for this should carry out 

the work they are not doing. (Argentina) 

 

Eastern Mediterranean 

•     Mandatory compensation by governments. (Lebanon) 

•     Financial Support, especially for those who needs         

immediate treatment and surgeries. (Egypt)  

•     We need to create specialized centres to support these 

victims. medical teams as well as social workers need to 

be involved. (Lebanon) 

 

Europe 

•     Bereaved families should be assigned a homicide       

caseworker with fatal hit and run treated as homicide. 

(Britain) 

•     There shall be a fair information system where to look   

for help, what kind of help can be offered and also      

psychological help. (Poland) 

•     Be kept fully informed of the criminal proces /progress. 

Seizure of a convicted offenders assets to pay damages. 

(Britain) 

•     There is adequate support for victims of hit and run.   

They still can be better informed by the judicial services. 

(Belgium) 

 

South-East Asia 

•     Part of compensation must be paid by the Driver. Fast 

track Courts, free medical treatment and immediate    

part compensation say 25 percent and which could be 

adjusted against final amount. (India) 

•     All motor insurance companies can help to pool their    

resources to assist hit and run victims after police declare 

them as such. (Malaysia) 

 

Western Pacific 

•     Minimum and fair compensation due without need for  

demand, post crash rehabilitation assistance.          

(Philippines) 
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5. Countermeasures and 
Campaigns 
 

Government Effort 

The survey asked what efforts government was making to 

tackle hit and run collisions. Over twice as many reported that 

their government was not taking any action to deter hit and 

runs. Only in South East Asia did more respond positively than 

not. 

 

 

In Europe, only Belgium reported an annual campaign and 

even that was run by an NGO (Rondpunt) and only part funded 

by government. In England and Wales, the Motor Insurers    

Bureau, who is responsible for compensating victims of 

unidentified (i.e,. hit and run) or uninsured drivers, has            

invested in research as it is a growing problem for them. As 

one British respondent noted “UK government activity is 

severely constrained by the pressures of Brexit”. But the Motor 

Insurers Bureau previous research focused on hit and run    

collisions which were damage only and injury collisions, i.e., 

no fatal crashes involved. And the focus was interviewing   

convicted hit and run offenders to identify the reasons they 

gave for leaving the scene. 

 

Many respondents provided comments: 

 

Africa 

• More can be done in raising awareness – we are doing so 

online.  (South Africa) 

• The government is now coming to the realisation and is 

clamping on uninsured vehicle and fake driving license. 

(Sierra Leone) 

• No specific action has been taken that deals with hit and 

run crashes. (Kenya) 

Americas 

• Only in 2017 did we begin to see changes. Taking as an    

aggravating factor in 2017 modifying an article of the 

penal code. (Argentina) 

• There is slight concern in this area. A lot is missing.       

(Argentina) 

• Very little is being done. Cameras are being installed for 

other types of crimes and those who suffer road crashes 

may ask for the recordings but if there are no cameras 

then it is difficult to find the drivers. (Argentina) 

• There is a police procedure that seeks to identify those 

responsible for road accidents. (Brazil) 

 

Europe 

• Legislation has been strengthened and Gardaí                
investigate and pursue prosecutions where possible. (Ireland) 

• It was not mentioned in the new Road Safety Statement 

published in July 2019. (Britain) 

 

South-East Asia 

• Now a days enforcement is strict and conviction rate is 

little better.. media and civil society organisations are 

also aware and demanding in this area. (India)  

• By coming up through the Supreme Court Notification 

and creating a Good Samaritan Bill. This is reducing hit 

and run and also encouraging other road users to help in 

getting accident victims to hospital in the golden hour. 

However this Bill is yet to be passed by the law makers in 

Parliament. (India) 

 

 

Lack of Data 

As acknowledged at the start of this report, there was a lack 

of data and thus evidence base on hit and run collisions. Twice 

as many respondents reported that data on hit and run was 

not available as did such data was published. 

 
Lack of government engagement is evident from the absence 

of data on hit and run collisions. Data was not thought to be 

available from Ireland and Greece nor any able to be provided 

from Australia, Egypt and the Philippines. Even in Britain, this 

data is not produced as part of the standard data set on       

casualty crashes published by the government but can be    

requested specially. 

 
South Africa reported that 14% of road deaths involved a hit 

and run but most other respondents from Africa were not able 

to provide any hit and run data or gave total casualty numbers.  

 

And data on hit and run collisions should include the            

frequency of occurrence, as well as the outcome with how 

many were resolved, prosecuted and sentences given,          

including for which criminal charge.  

Table 8: 
 
Do you think the government is doing anything to 
tackle hit and run? 
 

                                         Yes     No    Do not know    Total 

Africa                                  7       23               1                31 

Americas                            4         8                                12 

Eastern Mediterranean                 3                                  3 

Europe                               4         9               1                14 

South East Asia                  6         5              5                16 

Western Pacific                            2                                  2 

Total                                 21      50              7                78 
 



22 IRVP • Hit & Run Global Survey Report 2020

What More Needed 

When asked what more was wanted from government to 

tackle hit and run, responses tended to fall into three main 

categories 

• More priority including better data and joined up working. 

• Improved investigation and detection with CCTV and 

cameras. 

• Tougher sentencing, including paying compensation to 

victims. 

 

The impact of tougher sentencing on deterrence should not 

be assumed. The AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety reported 

research claiming that legal sanctions did not appear to have 

a deterrent effect when looking at rates of hit-and-run    

pedestrian fatalities. States with maximum custodial sentences 

of five years had the same rate of incidence as those with 

maximum custodial sentences of 25 years (Benson et al, 2018).  

Drivers do not expect to be involved, let alone responsible for 

fatal crashes, and thus sentencing maximums will have little 

relevance to them. 

More Priority 

There were calls for the transport, police, justice and health 

sectors to work together to prevent hit and run as well as    

ensure prompt treatment for the victims. The Czech Republic 

called for more data to be published in cooperation with     

experts, politicians and media. In Belgium, calls included more 

funding for campaign, and driver training. 

 

Improved Investigation and Detection 

Many highlighted the need for investment in CCTV to increase 

the chances that offenders would be caught. A few also called 

for more use of “dashcams” mounted on motor vehicles. 

Whilst increased participation of witnesses and media were 

urged, none of the respondents mentioned systems similar to 

the Alert system adopted in Colorado which has since spread 

to many other states in the US and also to Canada. 

 

Tougher Sentencing 

Tougher sentencing was a regular demand and had already 

happened in Belgium and Ireland, although the effect was still 

waiting to be seen. As mentioned previously, laws increasing 

the penalties for fatal hit and runs are often named after      

victims with their bereaved families the driving force behind 

their adoption. 

Legislative reform was still outstanding in England and Wales, 

despite promises from government five years ago. India urged 

to change the law and turn the misdemeαnor into felony. 

There must be cameras in public areas by the traffic police 

mainly in the cities where the hit and run happens and reduce 

the permitted rate for alcohol. And finally the driving license 

to be removed for ever. 

Respondents from Africa urged tougher sentencing, including: 

•     Perpetrators made to pay very high compensation. 

(Nigeria) 

•     Separate phone numbers to facilitate reporting by       

witnesses. (Kenya) 

 

Britain called for much of the above, with 

•     Better joined up data is needed. We need to know how 

often hit and run drivers are detected and convicted,   

and what sentences they receive. 

•     We need a media campaign as we know witnesses are 

key to catching hit and run drivers. 

•     We need better agreed investigation procedures for      

investigating fatal and serious injury hit and run           

collisions, including all CCTV checked (private and local 

authority and bus cameras). 

•     And we need new laws which specifically address the 

crime of Knowingly leaving the scene of a fatal or serious 

injury collision. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colorado’s Medina Alert System 

 
Based on the system used with publicising        

reports of kidnapped children, Colorado            

introduced the Medina Alert system in 2015 in 

2015. This system broadcasts details of suspect 

vehicles in fatal or serious injury hit and run     

collisions. The hit and run had to be considered 

solvable with witnesses being able to report    

details of the car’s make and model and partial  

license plate number. Details are then shared 

across the state, including being radioed to     

police officers, publicised on radio and TV broad-

casts, flashed on highway electronic signs and 

passed on to citizens through email, text, social 

media and the Medina Alert phone app.  

Peak, 2015
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Dilip Patro’s own story 

 

A road crash in 1997 in Mumbai resulted in a        

serious spinal injury and left me as a quadriplegic – 

paralysed waist below. Today, although physically 

challenged with less mobility, I use an active wheel 

chair and drives a four wheeler to move about  

outside that helps to fulfill my aspirations in        

establishing myself as an independent individual 

and move forward in life. I still work with my   

company and work from home. Passionate about 

providing rehabilitation to other spinal cord        

injured persons with the training and resources I 

have received for myself in order to regain my  

own independence.  

 

It was on that dreadful night that I had met with a 

gruesome crash that was later going to alter my 

whole life. A two wheeler driven by a drunken 

driver hit me on my back while I’m crossing the 

road. The impact was so high, I was thrown to the 

other side of the road. I was unconscious and 

bleeding from my left ear, by seeing this rider ran 

away, left me alone lying on the road without    

giving any first aid in the golden hour.  

 

I was badly injured, I was left stranded without  

any help for 4 dark hours. By-standers are mute 

spectators are unaware of emergency care to be 

provided and all are worried about police           

implication. At early dawn, I was rescued by       

police on duty and finally was transported to a 

nearby hospital. Being left unattended for many 

hours and mishandling while shifting from the 

crash spot to the ambulance, I suffered further    

injury to already injured spine, resulting neck 

down paralyzed. 

 

As a result of the crash I was lost in coma          

continuously for two days after which I had  

gained consciousness and to my utter dismay     

realized that I was paralyzed. That was a point of 

time when the mental agony was so intense that I 

wanted to run not merely from circumstances but 

from my very own self. All my aspirations had 

come to a standstill. It had later taken me a lot of 

courage, determination and understanding to  

subdue the situation of my life and press on        

towards my goal.  

Although I’ve been battered, pummelled and 

bruised by fate from every possible direction I    

am determined to fight every battle with a    

courageous heart and move on undeterred         

towards my reconstructed dream. It could be true 

that this situation has proved to be intimidating to 

my physical capabilities but it has failed – Oh yes! 

– It has miserably failed to hamper my mental and 

intellectual capabilities. I am just as brilliant as I 

was before and want to be as stoic as possible and 

overcome all the barriers in my life. Thus TAP was 

conceptualised to provide awareness on Project 

Bhavishya from Prevention to Rehabilitation     

starting in Visakhapatnam. I started a not for profit 

organisation “The Ability People” (TAP), by a 

group of spinal cord injury persons to promote 

3R’s (from prevention to rehabilitation) through 

“Project Bhavishya” in the year 2007 on the        

following: 

1. Road Safety Awareness,  

2. Right to Emergency Care and  

3. Rehabilitation for crash victims all over India
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6. Conclusions and Calls 

Driving offences are routinely dismissed for two key reasons. 

First, they are not intentional, unlike acquisitional crime such 

as burglary or robbery which can be premeditated or          

opportunistic. And secondly, because the vast majority (e.g. 

speeding offences) do not result in a collision and so are seen 

as “victimless”. With fatal and serious injury hit and run         

collisions, neither apply. 

Tackling hit and run should be a priority for both the justice 

system and the transport system, given the level of criminality 

involved and the disproportionate impact on pedestrians. 

IRVP has produced a set of calls aimed at both discouraging 

the incidence of hit and runs, as well as ensuring offenders are 

detected and punished appropriately and victims provided 

with support and compensation to help families cope and    

recover, at least financially. And in Appendix B, IRVP has      

provided a suggested list of indicators to be used in reviewing 

the response to fatal and serious injury hit and run collisions.   

IRVP Hit and Run Calls 

Our calls are organised into three main areas 

• Improved detection and deterrence 
• Just punishment 
• Care and compensation for victims 
 

 

Improved Detection and      
Deterrence 
 
Collision Investigation 

Detection is key with collision investigation being required to 

also identify driver and vehicle involved in crash and construct 

the circumstances of the collision without the vehicle            

remaining at scene. Investigation related calls include: 1. Good 

practice in collision investigation, as well as minimum        

standards, should be identified for hit and run crashes. These   

standards should be agreed with private sector, bus           

companies and local authorities, including such issues as 

CCTV release in fatal and serious injury crashes. Prompt        

retrieval of CCTV film is important. It is important that CCTV 

data sharing protocols are agreed with local government and 

private sector and that these apply to serious injury collisions 

as well as fatal collisions.  Dashcam video should also be sought. 

 
2. Awards for collision investigators and witnesses who have 

helped identify hit and run perpetrators should be organised.  

 
Prevention and Priority 

3. Data on fatal and serious hit and run collisions should be 

collated and published to ensure accurate understanding 

of this problem and proper prioritisation. The AAA       

Foundation for Traffic Safety should be requested to assist 

organisations in other countries research hit and run     

collisions, as they have done in the US.  

4. A start to finish review of fatal crashes should be            
conducted to identify how often the offender is identified 
and prosecuted (including which charge), and the        
sentences given. This review should also collate               
information on how offenders were identified. 

5. Media campaigns, similar to Colorado’s Medina Alert    
programme, through social media as well as local newspa-
pers, radio or television stations, should be undertaken to 
help encourage the public to report hit and run offenders. 

 

Just Punishment 

Whilst deterrence may depend on detection rather than    
punishment, leaving someone to die on the road is a heinous 
crime. It is important that the charge reflects the callous  
criminality involved. A fair sentence depends on the correct 
criminal charge being used, including where the investigation 
can prove the driver left the scene, but not crash causation.  
6. Specific criminal charges for leaving the scene of a fatal or 

serious injury collision should be available for those cases 
where causation cannot be proved. These should include 
penalties that are as severe as for deaths and serious      
injuries caused by drink driving to ensure no incentive for 
impaired drivers to abscond. 

7. Plea bargaining should be discouraged with drivers prose-
cuted for leaving the scene. Any time the charge is dropped, 
the reasons should be recorded and require higher approval. 

8. Sentencing for leaving the scene should be consecutive  
to any sentence given for causing the crash, as it is a    
separate and additional crime. 

9. Consideration should be given to confiscating the vehicle 
involved as it was used to commit a serious crime. If it can 
be sold, then the proceeds should go to the victim’s family. 

 

Compensation and Care for 
Victims 
 
Victims 

Regardless of whether the driver is identified, victims deserve 
support, including with financial assistance through               
government funded programmes. 
10. Victims of hit and run collisions, and their families, should 

be treated as victims of crime from the time the crash is  
reported. Families should be supported and provided infor-
mation on the investigation procedures, and how they can 
help with media appeals, as well as how they  can claim for 
compensation. The Government should provide legal and 
psychological advice to the victim and/or their family,    
especially during the first months after the hit and run. 

 
Civil Compensation 
11. There should be a government provided compensation 

scheme for victims of hit and run collisions. This could be 
funded from motor vehicle insurance premiums as done in 
Britain or via fuel levies as in South Africa. 

12. Compensation should be not be less than if the driver was 
identified and insured. Victims should not be made to suffer 
twice. Interim payments should be standard practice.  
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Appendix A: 

IRVP Hit and Run Survey Respondents 

 

WHO Region                                   Country                               Organisation 

 

Africa  (AFRO)                                 Algeria                                 Econsumer Protection Association 

                                                                                                    Tariq Essalama Bejaia  

                                                        Bénin                                    Alinagnon 

                                                                                                    CNSR 

                                                        Cameroon                           Hope  And  Humanitarian  Service  Association  Cameroon   

                                                                                                     Inter Métiers sarl Yaounde Cameroun 

                                                                                                     Innovative Sustainable Community Network (Isconet) 

                                                                                                     Securoute Africa 

                                                        Ethiopia                               Save The Nation 

                                                        Ghana                                  Nyankonton Aid Foundation 

                                                                                                     Road Victims International 

                                                        Ivory Coast                          Ong Ojiser 

                                                        Kenya                                   Asirt Kenya 

                                                        Liberia                                 Save Life Liberia  

                                                        Mali                                      Association *Les Amis De La Route* Du Mali 

                                                                                                    Siraba Lakana  

                                                        Morocco                              National Committee Of Prevention From Traffic Accident  

                                                        Namibia                               Private Sector Road Safety Forum 

                                                        Nigeria                                 Accident Prevention And Rescue Initiative. 

                                                        Nigeria                                 Globastorm Safety Foundation 

                                                        Nigeria                                 Kwapda’as Road Safety Demand (KRSD) 

                                                        Sierra Leone                        Road Safe Sierra Leone (Rssl) 

                                                        Sierra Leone                        Road Safe Salone Kono Chapter  

                                                        South Africa                         Arrive Alive Online Initiative 

                                                        South Africa                         South Africans Against Drunk Driving-Sadd  

                                                        The Gambia                        Save Life Gambia  

                                                        Togo                                    Ava-Togo 

                                                        Tunisia                                  Les Ambassadeurs De La Sécurité Routiére 

                                                        Uganda                                Hope For Victims Of Traffic Accidents ( Hovita )  

                                                                                                     Ugandan National Roads Authority 

 

Americas / (OPS)                           Argentina                             Asociación Civil Trabajar Contra La Inseguridad Vial Y La 

                                                                                                       Violencia Con Acciones Sustentables (Activvas) 

                                                                                                     Asociación Madres Del Dolor 

                                                                                                     Fundación Estrellas Amarillas 

                                                        Argentina                             Padres De Víctimas De Conductores Ebrios E Irresponsables 

                                                        Argentina                             Red Cuidarte+ 

                                                                                                    Tecpremer Asociacion Civil 

                                                        Brazil                                    Abres – Associacao Brasileira De Resgate E Salvamento 

                                                        Chile                                    Movimiento Contra El Exceso De Velocidad Letal 

                                                        Ecuador                               Fundación Cavat  

                                                        Ecuador                               Fundación Cavat Nicole Paredes 

                                                        México                                 Automex 

                                                        USA                                      Association For Safe International Road Travel 

 



27IRVP • Hit & Run Global Survey Report 2020

Eastern Mediterranean/                 Egypt                                  Egyptian Society for Road Safety 

  (EMRO)                                          Lebanon                               Association Zeina Hauch Pour La Prevention Routiere 

                                                                                                     Roads for Life 

 

Europe  (EURO)                               Belgium                               Rondpunt 

                                                        Czech Republic                   The Czech Association Of Traffic Accidents Victims 

                                                        Georgia                                Foundation Partnership For Road Safety 

                                                        Greece                                 Efthita 

                                                                                                    Efthita (Association For Road Victims Support) Observato 

                                                                                                       Road Safety Rhodes 

                                                                                                     SOS Road Crimes Panhellenic Road Victims Association 

                                                                                                     You Are What You Do Kostas Kouvidis 

                                                        Ireland                                  Irish Road Victims’ Association 

                                                        Poland                                 Centrum Inicjatyw Na Rzecz Poprawy Bezpieczenstwa Ruchu 

                                                                                                       Drogowego 

                                                        Spain                                    Stop Accidentes  

                                                        UK                                        Brake 

                                                        Uk                                         RoadPeace 

                                                                                                    SEECOL 

 

South East Asia (SEARO)                 India                                     Avoid Accident 

                                                        India                                     Arrivesafe 

                                                                                                     CARS (Common Action For Road Safety) 

FPRA ( Forum For Prevention Of Road Accidents) 

                                                        India                                     Indian Head Injury Foundation  

                                                        India                                     People’S Trust Jaipur India 

                                                        India                                     Roadkraft 

                                                        India                                     Safety Brigade Trust 

                                                                                                     Safedrive Safety Vision  

                                                                                                     Sudheekshan Foundation 

                                                                                                     The Ability People 

                                                        India                                     Trax, India 

                                                        Indonesia                             Road Safety Association 

                                                        Malaysia                              Malaysian Road And Transportation Safety Association 

                                                                                                       (MRTSA) 

                                                        Nepal                                   Safe And Sustainable Travel Nepal 

                                                                                                    Nasa Foundation 

 

Western Pacific/(WPRO)                Australia                               Safer Australian Roads And Highways 

                                                        Philippines                           FRVS Families Of Road Victims And Survivors Associati 

                                                                                                       Philippines 

                                                                                                     Project CARES. (Community Activities Reaching To Everyone  

                                                                                                       Through Services) Inc.   
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Appendix B: 

Partial Responses 
 

 
 
Organisation                                                                                      Country                                           

Alarev                                                                                                 Colombia 

Fondazione Luigi Guccione Onlus                                                     Italy 

Familiar de víctima vial                                                                      Argentina 

Shubham Soti Foundation                                                                 India 

Australasian Road Rescue Organisation (ARRO)                              Australia 

Krcs                                                                                                    Kenya 

MADD Canada                                                                                    Canada 

World Assocation for Connecting People                                        Portugal 

Nsambya hospital                                                                              Uganda 

Public Association Road Safety                                                         Kyrgystan 

Lakeshore Hope and Relief Zambia                                                  Zambia 

Fundación Educación Vial                                                                 Panama 

Youth Association for Safer Alberta                                                  Canada 

VOZIM, Institute for Innovative education                                        Slovenia 

Road Safe Zimbabwe                                                                        Zimbabwe 

AVR                                                                                                    Luxembourg 

ProperWords                                                                                     Lebanon 

Road Safety Advocacy and Victims Rights Organization                 Ghana 

 

 

A further 18 organisations submitted only partial responsed to the survey and have therefore been 

excluded from our analysis on this occasion.
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Yes           Note
Awareness and Prevention  

1 Is data being reported on how often hit and run collisions occur 
and their severity?  

2 Does the data show how often and how hit and run drivers are          
detected?  

3 Does the data show how often hit and run drivers are prosecuted 
and convicted and the sentences received?  

4 Is there joined up working by transport, police, justice and health 
on tackling hit and run crashes?  

5 Is there an alert system where serious hit and run collisions are re-
ported through social media and transport networks?  

6 Is there a financial award for someone identifying a hit and run driver?  

 

Collision Investigation  

1 Are there recommended collision investigation procedures for fatal 
and serious hit and run collisions?  

2 Are there agreed procedures with collecting CCTV videos, i.e. from 
private businesses and local government, bus companies, etc .  

3 Are drivers encouraged to send in dash cam videos?  

4 Are there any awards ceremonies for hit and run collision investigations?  

 

Criminal Prosecution and Sentencing  

1 Do criminal charges mention leaving the scene where someone 
died or was seriously injured?  

2 Is leaving the scene of a fatal crash considered to be a homicide         
offence?  

3 Is the practice of plea bargaining discouraged?  

4 Are the sentences comparable with criminal charges related to 
drink driving?  

5 Are sentences to be served consecutively, rather than concurrently?  

 

Victim Support and Compensation  

1 Are victims treated as victims of crime from the time the hit and 
run is reported?  

2 Do families bereaved by hit and runs receive the same support as    
families bereaved by homicide?  

3 Is there compensation for victims bereaved or injured by a hit and 
run driver? 

4 Is the compensation the same as if the driver was identified and  
insured?

Appendix C: 

Tackling Hit and Run: IRVP Good practice checklist  
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For more information from IRVP, or to join us, please contact: 
 

INTERNATIONAL ROAD VICTIMS’ PARTNERSHIP 
Pettitswood, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath,  Ireland 

 
Ms Donna Price 

Email: donnapriceirvp@gmail.com 
 

Ms Viviam Perrone 
Email: kevinsedano@yahoo.com.ar 

 
Website: www.irvp.org 

Over 100 Non Governmental Organisations from all Regions of the World 
Our Mission is to work together to improve the Post Crash Response 

and advocate for Victims’ Rights Globally


